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PROFESSIONAL COLLECTION 
Best Books for Young Adults, Third Edition / Edited by Holly Loelin 
2007 
Since the first edition's release in 1994, Best Books for Young Adults has become an essential 
resource for both library media centers and language arts classrooms. With so many outstanding 
new titles for older teens now being published, this update will prove both timely and useful. The 
core of the book is the 25 bibliographies of best books chosen from 1966 through 1999, which 
have been compiled by Carter with help from former Booklist books for youth editor Sally Estes, 
and Linda Waddle, deputy executive director of YALSA. The author-by-author, year-by-year, and 
topic-by-topic lists of exceptional books include a one-sentence plot synopsis after each title, and 
are formatted for easy reproduction as handouts or flyers (permission to copy is granted for 
nonprofit educational purposes). 
$37.80 (paperback), ALA (member price) 
 
 
SOCIAL SCIENCES 
 
A Billion Lives: An Eyewitness Report from the Frontlines of Humanity / Jan Egeland 
2008 
Through tantalizing insider accounts of fragile negotiations and impassioned personal 
declarations of outrage and disappointment, Egeland, former UN undersecretary general for 
humanitarian affairs and emergency relief coordinator, evokes the immediacy and intricacy 
inherent in the massive international efforts undertaken to provide essential comfort to victims 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ÍÏÓÔ ÄÅÖÁÓÔÁÔÉÎÇ ÍÁÎÍÁÄÅ ÁÎÄ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ ÄÉÓÁÓÔÅÒÓȢ &ÒÏÍ "ÅÉÒÕÔ ÔÏ "ÁÇÈÄÁÄȟ "ÏÇÏÔÁ 
ÔÏ "ÁÎÄÁ !ÃÅÈȟ %ÇÅÌÁÎÄȭÓ ÅÎÇÒÏÓÓÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÖÏÃÁÔÉÖÅ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔ ÒÅÖÉÓÉÔÓ ÎÏÔÏÒÉÏÕÓ ÇÌÏÂÁÌ ÈÏÔ ÓÐÏÔÓȟ 
chronicles the strengths and weaknesses of multinational diplomacy, and offers candid 
assessments for the future of humanitarian crisis management. 
$17.82 (hardcover), Amazon 
 
Crossing Over: A Mexican Family on the Migrant Trail / Ruben Martinez 
2001 
Chronicling a family that lost three sons to a border crossing gone horribly wrong, Martinez 
travels repeatedly from San Diego to the city of Cheron, in the state of Michoacin, about 200 
miles west of Mexico City. Though treated by some of the Mexicans he meets as more of a gringo 
than a norteno (a Mexican who has lived in the north), Martinez, an American of Mexican emigri 
parents, gets terrifically close to his subjects, following them from stultifying poverty in Mexico 
to mortally dangerous illegal crossings and harsh and also dangerous (and illegal) work in 
Arkansas, Connecticut, Missouri and California. Martinez draws a wealth of social, ethnic, 
linguistic and economic nuance in completely absorbing narratives. 
$10.20 (paperback), Amazon 
 
 



Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies / Jared Diamond 
1997 
Diamond evenhandedly reviews human history on every continent since the Ice Age at a rate that 
emphasizes only the broadest movements of peoples and ideas. Yet his survey is binocular: one 
eye has the rather distant vision of the evolutionary biologist, while the other eye--and his heart-
-belongs to the people of New Guinea, where he has done field work for more than 30 years. 
$16.47 (hardcover), Amazon 
 
My Forbidden Face: Growing Up Under the TÁÌÉÂÁÎȠ ! 9ÏÕÎÇ 7ÏÍÁÎȭÓ 3ÔÏÒÙ / Latifa (pseud.) 
2002 
Latifa (who writes under a pseudonym) was a 16-year-old aspiring journalist when her brother 
rushed home one day in late 1996 with word that the white flag of the Taliban flew over their 
school and mosque. She writes, "We knew the Taliban were not far away... but no one truly 
believed they would manage to enter Kabul." The bizarre edicts of the women-suppressing 
regime slowly become a reality: women weren't allowed outside the home unless they were 
shrouded in a "chadri" (which covers the face and arms, unlike a burka, which covers the entire 
body and according to Latifa is worn only in distant provinces) and accompanied by a male 
relative. "A girl is not allowed to converse with a young man. Infraction of this law will lead to the 
immediate marriage of the offenders." No wearing of bright colors or lipstick; no medical care 
from a male doctor. And women doctors were not allowed to work, essentially cutting off 
medical care for women. Latifa's story puts a face on these now-familiar rules, and conveys the 
sheer boredom of the lively teenager-turned-hermit and the desperation of not knowing if she'll 
ever complete her education in such an upside-down world. 
$7.80 (paperback), Follett 
 
Newjack, Guarding Sing Sing / Ted Conover 
2000 
Most people know it's easier to get into prison than it is to get out. But for a journalist, just 
getting into Sing Sing, New York's notorious maximum-security prison, isn't easy. In fact, Ted 
Conover was so stymied by official channels that he took the only way in--other than crime--and 
became a New York State corrections officer: "I wanted to hear the voices one truly never hears, 
the voices of guards--those on the front lines of our prison policies, the society's proxies." 
Newjack is Conover's account of nearly a year at ground zero of the criminal justice system. What 
it reveals is a mix of the obvious and the absurd. 
$10.17 (paperback), Amazon 
 
Riding the Bus with My Sister: A True Life Journey / Rachel Simon 
2002 
When she received an invitation to her mentally retarded sister's annual Plan of Care review, 
Simon realized that this was Beth's way of attempting to bring her back into her life. Beth 
challenged the author to give a year of her life to riding "her" buses with her. Even though Simon 
didn't know where it would take her, she accepted. During that time, she came to see her sister 
as a person in her own right with strong feelings about how she wanted to live her life, despite 
what others thought. 
$19.95 (hardcover), Follett 
 
 
 



3ÅÎÅÃÁ &ÁÌÌÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ /ÒÉÇÉÎÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 2ÉÇÈÔÓ -ÏÖÅÍÅÎÔ / Sally McMillen 
2008 
Offers a comprehensive overview of key developments in the women's rights movement from 
1840 to 1890, focusing on the work of four women, Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Lucy 
Stone, and Susan B. Anthony, who made astonishing advances in the quest for equal rights for 
women during that time. 
$18.48 (hardcover), Amazon 
 
3ÕÇÁÒȭÓ ,ÉÆÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ (ÏÏÄȡ 4ÈÅ 3ÔÏÒÙ ÏÆ Á &ÏÒÍÅÒ 7ÅÌÆÁÒÅ -ÏÔÈÅÒ / Sugar Turner and Tracy 
Bachrach Ehlers 
2003 
The phrase welfare mother appears regularly in newspaper articles and is heard frequently on 
television news programs. This book provides a much-needed context for that all-too-common 
expression. Turner and coauthor Ehlers, an anthropology professor, tell the story of a single 
mother living from welfare check to welfare check, battling an addiction to crack and resorting 
now and then to prostitution to feed herself and her children. Relying on an unshakable 
determination to escape poverty and not succumb to hopelessness, Turner successfully pulled 
herself out of this life and into a better one. Now working in the school system in a midwestern 
city (we aren't told exactly where), Turner, who never tells us her real name, looks back on her 
17 years at the bottom with wisdom and honesty. 
$17.95 (paperback), Amazon 
 
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
 
El Nino: Unlocking the Secrets of the Master Weather Maker / Madeline Nash 
2002 
Explains what causes El Nino and discusses why it has the ability to change weather patterns 
throughout the world. 
$16.16 (Follett bound), Follett 
 
Guinea Pig Scientists: Bold Self-Experimenters in Science and Medicine / Leslie Dendy and Mel 
Boring 
2005 
Recounts the true stories of ten scientists and medical researchers that have endured extreme 
hardship and discomfort in order to test new discoveries and inventions in the fields of medicine 
and science. 
$13.57 (hardcover), Amazon 
 
Inventing Modern America: From the Microwave to the Mouse / David Brown 
2002 
Tells the personal stories of thirty-five American scientists, technologists, and researchers whose 
inventions have had a significant impact on life in the twentieth century in the areas of medicine 
and healthcare, consumer products, transportation, energy and the environment, and computing 
and telecommunications. 
$17.16 (paperback), Amazon 
 
 
 



Promised the Moon: The Untold Story of the First Women in the Space Race / Stephanie Nolen 
2002 
Contains the first-hand stories of eleven women chosen by NASA to be the first women in space 
in 1959 and 1960 and explains why they were grounded in 1961 when the program was 
abruptly and mysteriously cancelled. 
$17.90 (hardcover), Amazon 
 
Team Moon: How 400,000 People Landed Apollo 11 on the Moon / Catherine Thimmesh 
2006 
Chronicles the Apollo 11 mission, the spaceflight that landed the first man on Earth's moon on 
July 20, 1969, emphasizing the contributions and reactions of the thousands of people who made 
the mission successful. 
$13.57 (hardcover), Amazon 
 
 
HEALTH 
 
Ȱ)ȭÍȟ ,ÉËÅȟ 3/ &ÁÔȦȱȡ Helping Your Teen Make Healthy Choices about Eating and Exercise in a 
Weight-Obsessed World / Dianne Neumark-Sztainer 
Offers parents practical advice on how to help their teenage children make healthy eating and 
nutrition choices and develop a health sense of self-esteem in today's weight-obsessed world. 
$11.53 (paperback), Amazon 
 
 
ARTS 
 
Exploring World Art / Andrea P. Belloli 
1999 
From prehistoric Patagonian rock art to a 1980's aboriginal dreaming picture, this tour of world 
art introduces a remarkable variety of media and images. Broadly organized by such themes as 
"Daily Life" and "History and Myth," each of the five sections presents six to seven works of art. 
Every entry features a large, clear photograph of the artifact, accompanied by a smaller one 
magnifying a segment; all the pictures have informative captions. A concise narrative furnishes 
important background information while pointing out what the art reveals about the culture. 
Boxed paragraphs add supplementary facts. 
$27.50 (hardcover), Follett 
 
On Wings of Joy: The Story of Ballet from the 16th Century to Today / Trudy Garfunkel 
2002 
&ÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÂÉÒÔÈ ÏÆ ÂÁÌÌÅÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ &ÒÅÎÃÈ ÐÁÌÁÃÅ ÏÆ #ÁÔÈÅÒÉÎÅ ÄÅ -ɑȴɒÅÄÉÃÉÓ ÏÎ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ρυȟ ρυψρȟ ÔÏ 
the strikingly contemporary American troupes of the Paul Taylor Dance Company and the Dance 
Theatre of Harlem, Garfunkel traces the 400-year history of ballet across Europe, through Russia, 
and into the U.S. Black-and-white illustrations and photographs enhance a truly fascinating look 
at ballerinas, their partners, choreographers, and composers. 
$25.00 (approx.), Amazon 
 
 
 



SPORTS 
Counting Coup: A True Story of Basketball and Honor on the Little Big Horn / Larry Coulton 
2000 
Presents a study of the girls' basketball team at Hardin High School on the Crow reservation in 
Montana, focusing on talented young player Sharon LaForge, and examines the social conditions 
that prevent her and other Native American athletes from reaching their potential on and off the 
court. 
$16.16 (Follett bound), Follett 
$10.17 (paperback), Amazon 
 
 
LITERATURE 
 
19 Varieties of Gazelle: Poems of the Middle East / Naomi Shihab Nye 
2002 
Beginning with a work inspired by the events of September 11, Naomi Shihab Nye brings 
together 60 of her poems, which focus on the Middle East and the Arab-American experience. 
$16.99 (hardcover), Amazon 
 
Bird by Bird: Some Instructions on Writing and Life / Anne Lamott 
1995 
A step-by-step guide on how to write and how to manage the writer's life. Tells how to get 
started and move beyond first drafts, and discusses writer's block, writing groups, and 
publication. 
$11.16 (paperback), Amazon 
 
Tough Boy Sonatas / Curtis L. Crisler 
2007 
A collection of nearly forty poems that explores the struggles and joys of poor African-American 
boys in Gary, Indiana, reflecting the difficult circumstances they face. 
$14.96 (hardcover), Amazon 
 
HISTORY / GEOGRAPHY 
 
Columbus in the Americas / William Least Heat-Moon 
2003 
Was Christopher Columbus an inspired explorer and brilliant navigator whose daring voyages 
proved the naysayers wrongɀor was he a misinformed dreamer who succeeded by luck and 
never understood the true nature of his discovery? Was he a man of his time whose behavior 
should not be judged by modern standardsɀor a ruthless conquistador whose brutality and 
greed shocked even some of his contemporaries and laid the groundwork for genocide? 
$16.96 (hardcover), Follett 
 
4ÈÅ %ÎÄÕÒÁÎÃÅȡ 3ÈÁÃËÌÅÔÏÎȭÓ ,ÅÇÅÎÄÁÒÙ !ÎÔÁÒÃÔÉÃ %ØÐÅÄÉÔÉÏÎ / Caroline Alexander 
1998 
A glorious failure, Ernest Shackleton's attempt to become the first transcontinental trekker of 
Antarctica turned into one of the all-time survival stories in the annals of adventure. Shackleton, 
an imperturbable leader, was also a savvy promoter who before embarking sold publishing 



rights and signed on a skilled photographer. Unfortunately for commercial aspirations, World 
War I deadened contemporary interest in Shackleton's story of being marooned on ice floes and 
islands for two years. 
$19.77 (hardcover), Amazon 
 
'ÉÖÅ -Å -Ù &ÁÔÈÅÒȭÓ "ÏÄÙȡ 4ÈÅ ,ÉÆÅ ÏÆ -ÉÎÉËȟ ÔÈÅ .Å× 9ÏÒË %ÓËÉÍÏ / Kenn Harper 
2000 
Presents the true story of Minik, an Eskimo boy who was brought to New York City in 1897 along 
with his father and three others against their will by Arctic explorer Robert Peary and describes 
his struggles to survive in foreign surroundings. 
$19.95 (paperback), Follett/Amazon 
 
Indian Givers: How the Indians of the Americas Transformed the World / Jack Weatherford 
1990 
Lists the tremendous contributions which have been made by the Indian civilizations of the 
Americas to world culture. He shows the impact of gold and silver, agricultural techniques, 
medicine, and government on European history. The book makes for fascinating, thought-
provoking reading, showing that Locke and Rousseau were both influenced by the concepts of 
power and government held by the people of the Americas before they produced their great 
documents of the Enlightment. Weatherford also shows how the spread of the potato to Europe 
saved many lives from the malnutrition which had haunted them when grain crops had 
previously failed. 
$11.16 (paperback), Amazon 
 
The Modern Mind: An Intellectual History of the 20th Century / Peter Watson 
2001 
Chronicles the history of thought in the twentieth century, beginning with four topics introduced 
in 1900--the unconscious, the gene, the quantum, and Picasso's first paintings in Paris--and 
covering the major artists, writers, philosophers, and scientists that shaped the next hundred 
years and the way people think in the modern world. 
$13.57 (paperback), Amazon 
 
War Letters: Extraordinary Correspondence from American Wars 
2001 
A variety of letters written by American servicemen, which include accounts of combat, 
complaints about conditions, philosophical musings, love letters, and final thoughts. 
$16.10 (paperback), Follett 
 
BIOGRAPHY 
 
Born on a Blue Day: A Memoir: Inside the Extraordinary Mind of an Autistic Savant / Daniel 
Tammet 
2007 
Daniel Tammet, an autistic savant, offers an inside look at his life, describing how his rare 
condition, which gives him incredible mental powers and a compulsive need for order and 
routine, has influenced every aspect of his life and what challenges he has faced while trying to 
be independent. 
$16.32 (hardcover), Amazon 



 
Have You Found Her: A Memoir / Janice Erlbaum 
2008 
Janice Erlbaum recounts her experiences working with the residents of a homeless shelter she 
lived at more than twenty years earlier, reflecting on her friendship with one troubled young 
woman who reminded Janice of the girl she used to be. 
$11.20 (paperback), Amazon 
 
A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier / Ishmael Beah 
2007 
Ishmael Beah describes his experiences after he was driven from his home by war in Sierra 
Leone and picked up by the government army at the age of thirteen, serving as a soldier for three 
years before being removed from fighting by UNICEF and eventually moving to the United States. 
$14.96 (hardcover),   Amazon 
 
Malcolm X: A Graphic Biography / Andrew Helfer 
2006 
Presents a brief biography of Malcolm X in graphic novel format that describes his life from his 
early experiences with racism through his political and religious conversions. 
$11.96 (hardcover), Amazon 
 
 


